It occurs in individuals, otherwise normal, whose urine, though of perfectly normal colour when freshly passed, turns black when exposed to air, especially if rendered alkaline.
Cuthbert (1923) reported the case of three alkaptonuric children who were the issue of marriages between first cousins.
Debenedetti
(1920) recorded a family with a higher proportion of alkaptonuric members, the issue of parents who were first cousins. In the present case, the patient's parents were relations, but the exact relationship between them could not be ascertained.
Cuthbert also notes that among the alkaptonuric members of a family, there is usually a much larger proportion of males than females.
Lewis also supports this observation.
Garrod (1908) Isolation ctnd purification of homogentisic acid:?
The urine was acidified with sulphuric acid (1 in 12), Usin<r 75 c c. of the dilute acid for every litre of urine, and evaporated on the water-bath to about 1| 10th of Fig. 1 . Fig. 1 We also desire to thank Sister North and Staff Nurse Vardon for helping us in the collection of materials.
